2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from all his
enemies around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, ‘See now, I am living in a house of
cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.’ Nathan said to the king, ‘Go, do all that you have in
mind; for the LORD is with you.’
But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant David:
Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? I have not lived in a
house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been
moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among all the people
of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded
to shepherd my people Israel, saying, ‘Why have you not built me a house of cedar?’ Now
therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: I took you
from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; and I have
been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I
will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own
place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from
the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your
enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. Your
house and your kingdom shall be made sure for ever before me; your throne shall be established forever.
Romans 16:25-27
Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of
Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages but
is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith— to the
only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen.
Luke 1:26-38
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to
a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name
was Mary. And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.’ But
she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The
angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you
will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great,
and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of
his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there
will be no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel
said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And
now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth
month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.’ Then
Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’
Then the angel departed from her.
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*Those who are able are invited to stand.
The hymns today are in the Chalice Hymnal (red).
Gathering Music
Welcome & Life of the Church
Prelude
“Mary, Woman of the Promise”
*Bells and Chimes (You are invited to stand)
*Call to Worship
One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All:

“The First Noel”

Lay Reader
Belinda Lanfer
Advent Candle Lighters
George & Paula Hildebrand
Ushers this morning:
Leah Richmond
Sarah Henson
Teddy Branom
Carlos Trejo
Sanctuary Door Greeters this morning:
Sue Schuster & Marty Schuster

We come to witness a miracle.
We sing the miracle of God’s steadfast love.
New life bursts forth in unexpected ways.
We shout the good news: God’s covenant endures forever!
The desert blooms; what was barren is fertile!
With our mouths we proclaim God’s faithfulness to all generations:
God is the Rock of our Salvation! Amen.

*Hymn of Praise

THANKS TO TODAY’S VOLUNTEERS

vss. 1, 2, 3 & 5 #151

*Gathering Prayer
Holy God, Loving Christ, Living Spirit; You are present in the everyday occurrences; You are revealed in startling and wondrous encounters. Let the revelation of your mystery unfold again this day – that we may see it together. Let the
secret of the ages shed new light on our relationship to you, and each other, as
we praise the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Outside Welcomers this morning:
Barb Thompson & Nick Thompson

LAST WEEK’S OFFERING
Operating Income
Pledge Payments
Special Donations
Loose Offerings
Sub Total
Other Receipts
Christmas Offerings
Christmas Fund (Veterans of the Cross)
Advent/White Gift Offerings
Glenn Fox Memorial Scholarship Fund
Viehmann Memorial Fund
Food For Thought
Coffee Hour
Sub-Total
TOTAL

$ 7,653.00
25.00
86. 00
$ 7,764.00
$

25.00
155.00
130.00
150.00
6,000.00
25.00
47.00
$ 6,532.00
$ 14,296.00

~ Announcements ~
TONIGHT’S CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES will be at 8:00 p.m. and 10:30 p.m. both
with communion, live nativity and candlelight..

*Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Amen.

NEXT SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31 will also be just one worship service at 9:30 a.m. There
will be coffee and donuts at 9:00 a.m., so come for breakfast.
END OF YEAR CONTRIBUTIONS - According to the IRS, end of year contributions must
be in the church office by December 31, 2017 or be postmarked by December 31, 2017. It is
our understanding that there is no “grace period” on this with the IRS.
CHURCH BUDGET MEETING will be Sunday, January 7 following the single worship
service at 9:30 a.m.
ADVENTURE SEEKERS - Mark your calendars for Thursday, January 11, 2018. We will
meet in the Reception Room (church basement) at 11:30 a.m. and start planning our 2018 adventure’s calendar. Bring a brown bag lunch. Drinks will be provided.
2018 OFFERING ENVELOPES - Next year’s offering envelopes are available in the
Narthex until the first of the year. Please pick up your set to save us mailing cost. Thank you.
REMINDER - If we should have threatening or inclement weather on the weekend, please
watch TV channels 2, 4 or 5 for notifications of closing or the cancelling of Sunday morning
worship service.

“Lift

Up Your Eyes”

A Candle Lighting Ceremony for Advent
“The Light of “Love”

Raney
(see insert)

Reading of 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
Special Music

“Mary, Mary”

Burkhardt

Reading of Romans 16:25-27
Advent Creed
We believe in God the Father, creator of heaven and earth. The one who is full
of patience, who is not afraid of silence, who does not need to fill each moment
with activity and noise. The one who is beyond bluster and flurry, and who does
not jostle for attention. We believe in God the Son, Savior of creation, who
slipped into Bethlehem one night, mostly unnoticed, who lived thirty years without headlines or hurry, who frequently took time alone with his patient Father,
who waited for the right time to become the suffering servant, who stood quietly
before the noise of his accusers, whose silence overpowered their words, who
died, then rose again on a quiet Sunday morning. We believe in God the Holy
Spirit, who strengthens, empowers, renews and refreshes, sometimes arriving
with obvious power, sometimes with the quiet breath of a whisper. We believe in
one God who patiently waits for us, and who longs for us to do the same.
Reading of Luke 1:26-38
Hymn of Preparation
Sermon

“Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”
“Fake News?”

#160
Dr. Jimmy Watson

Prayer Concerns
** CALENDAR **

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer (using “debts” and “debtors”)

IMMANUEL ACTIVITIES FOR THE WEEK

Prayer Response
“Come, Thou Long-expected Jesus”
Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set your people free.
From our fears and sins release us; Christ, in whom our rest shall be.
You, our strength and consolation, come salvation to impart;
Dear desire of many nations, joy of many a longing heart.
Call to Offering
Offertory
“The Snow Lay on the Ground”

Today:
Tonight:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:

9:30 a.m.
Worship 4th Sunday Advent
8:00 & 10:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Services
OFFICE CLOSED - MERRY CHRISTMAS
NO PACE
9:00 a.m.
Quilters - Room 100
9:00 a.m.
Newsletter Mailing
NO PACE
Office closed
Next Sunday: 9:30 a.m. Worship

*Doxology
“Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God all creatures here below: Praise God above ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost! Amen.”
*Dedication of the Offering
God’s steadfast love is established forever – like the moon, an enduring witness in
the skies. God’s faithfulness is as firm as the heavens – like stars that never grow
dim. May God bless this offering that Christ’s light will shine throughout the ages. Amen.
*Hymn of Parting

“It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”

#153

WELCOME VISITORS! Please fill out the attendance pads that are located in
the pew. If you are a visitor, please let us know
you were here and provide us with any information you feel comfortable sharing
with us.
PRAYER CARDS IN THE PEW. If you have a prayer request please fill out the
Prayer Card in the pew and give to the ushers during the first hymn.

*Benediction
*Postlude

“Love, Love, Love, That’s What It’s All About”
Ministers
The People of Immanuel Church
Ministers To The Ministers

Dr. Jimmy Watson
Senior Pastor

Paul Westcott
Minister of Music
God is Still Speaking

Rev. Courtney Chandler
Minister of Christian Education

Linda Stoecklin, R.N.
Faith Community Nurse

* LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE *
Worship
Sunday School
Adult Sunday School
8:30 a.m. 70
Students
18
4
10:00 a.m. 109
Teachers
9
Total
179
Total
27

